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Introduction 

The Trends Report is comprised 

of  the following: 

For a comprehensive plan to be useful it must be relevant by establishing a 

vision for growth and supporting goals, guiding principles, and providing 

practical recommendations to implementation and achievement. This 

Trends Report examines key facts and influences that make Wakefield a 

unique community. This report includes information on current conditions 

and trends in Wakefield which can be reacted to a built upon. The intention 

of the report is to provide community members, city officials, and the 

planning team with an understanding of how these facts can and will shape 

the community, today and into the future. This report is the first document 

of the Comprehensive Plan and will largely be the foundation upon which 

the plan is formed. 

Trends Summary 

History 

Demographics 

Economy 

Housing 

Transportation 

Education  

Regional Influence 

Health and Wellness  

Recreation & Culture 



Introduction 

Clay County, Kansas  

Wakefield, Kansas  



 

Wakefield is a stable community with approximately 980 total populations according to the last U.S. 

Census Bureau in 2010. Based on American Community Survey, the population of Wakefield is 

growing and has been estimated to reach 1,049 in 2017. Wakefield was founded in 1869 and was 

named by one of its founders, Rev. Richard Wake, also in honor of another founder who was a na-

tive of Wakefield England. In 1873, the railroad was built through Wakefield which was the signifi-

cant reason for population growth in this area. Households in Wakefield have a median annual in-

come of $61,250 in 2017, which is more than the median annual income of $60,336 across the entire 

United States.  

This is in comparison to a median income of $56,635 in 2016, 

which represents an 8.15% annual growth. 5.72% of the popula-

tion for whom poverty status is determined in Wakefield, KS (58 

out of 1.01k people) live below the poverty line, a number that is 

lower than the national average of 13.4%. The largest demographic 

living in poverty are Males 55 - 64, followed by Males 35- 44 and 

then Females 55 - 64. 

The Trends Summary 



The first settlers in the Wakefield area settled in the Timber Creek area on the east side of the Repub-

lican River in April 1856. In the spring of 1857, south of present-day Wakefield, a group homestead-

ed along Quimby Creek. The first actual settler on the site of Wakefield was James Gilbert in 1858. 

On August 25, 1869, the town site of Wakefield was incorporated 

and the following day the original town site of 120 acres was laid 

out by Revered Richard Wake, John Wormald, Alexander Mait-

land and Col. Loomis. The colonel named the town Wakefield, 

partly in honor of Revered Richard Wake and partly because 

Wakefield, England was the former home of John Wormald. 

James Gilbert (1823-1884) 

The History of Wakefield 

By the spring of 1870, the first store building, The Company Store, was erected. The early 1870’s 

brought the establishment of many businesses in the new settlement. The Wakefield Ferry and 

Bridge Company was organized in May 1870 at the ford across the Republican River to the Timber 

Creek area. The most rapid period of growth in the Wakefield settlement was probably from 1875 to 

1887. There were several grocery stores, a drug store, butcher shop, general merchandise store, ho-

tel, bank, wagon and carriage repair shop, grain elevator and mill. Also, during this time, the Congre-

gational, Methodist, and Episcopal churches were erected as was a two-story schoolhouse.  

Source: http://wakefieldks.com 

http://wakefieldks.com


The History of Wakefield 

Daily mail service was not established until the arrival of the 

railroad in 1873. The town continued to show increased cul-

tural and business activities. By the late 1920’s there were five 

grocery and general merchandise3 stores, a theater, two farm 

produce stations, two garages, a lumber company, four farm 

implement and automobile dealerships, two banks, three ele-

vators/mills, three hatcheries, three medical doctors, two 

dentists, three veterinarians, several restaurants, a hotel and a 

greenhouse. 

The 30’s brought floods, dust storms and tornadoes. In 1938 

the Wakefield Library was built by the WPA. The 40’s and 

50’s saw several devastating fires. This also brought about a 

time of wait and see about the Milford damage. By 1961, the 

rumors were confirmed and in 1963 the town completed an 

agreement with the Army Corps of Engineers for the pur-

chase of homes and construction of a new town site.  

All the businesses had to be moved. Approximately 61 

homes had to be moved and 38 new ones were built. The 

school, two churches, 86 homes and the cemetery were left at 

their original sites. By July 20, 1967 the lake was filled to con-

servation level. Most of what was the old town site is now 

the Wakefield/Clay County Park. 

Photos: Google.com 



Population 

In general, Wakefield’s population has been 

growing gradually during 1910-2010. From 

514 in 1910, the population has picked at 980 

in 2010. The city’s population experienced a 

considerable change during the 1970s, increas-

ing from 583 to 803. Although this number 

slightly dropped in the 1990’s, statistics clearly 

demonstrate that Wakefield has experienced a 

steady growth from 2000 until 2010.  

 

The state of Kansas divides cities into three 

classes based on population. Cities of the first 

class have a population between 15,000 and 

25,000, cities of the second class have a popula-

tion between 2,000 and 5,000. Lastly, cities of 

the third class have a population of less than 

2,000, but more than 300.  Wakefield belongs to 

the third class.  

 

In 2017, Clay County had a population of 8,200 

people with a median age of 43 and a median 

household income of $55,434. Between 2016 

and 2017 the population of Clay County, 

dropped down from 8,346 to 8,203 which is a 

-1.71% decrease. This change in population 

also affected small communities such as 

Wakefield. To compare with other counties in 

the state of Kansas, Clay county is one of the 

few counties with declining  

population. counties in the state of Kansas, 

Clay county is one of the few counties with 

declining  population.  

 

 

Figure 1: Wakefield Population  1910-2010 

Figure 2: Wakefield Population 2010-2017 

 

Figure 3: Clay County population 2010-2017 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 



Population Projection 

Year Population Percent 

Change 

Average 

1920- 2010 

1980- 2010 

1900 322    

1910 514 192   

1920 531 17   

1930 528 -3   

1940 513 -15   

1950 591 878   

1960 603 12   

1970 583 -20   

1980 803 220   

1990 900 97   

2000 838 -62   

2010 980 142 980 980 

2020   1040 1055 

2030   1100 1131 

Average 1910-2010  59.8   

75.4   Average 1970-2010  

Straight Line Projection  

This measurement is typically a more conservative projection method. It uses the different in popula-

tion between two years. Those difference in population are averaged together to determine the average 

population between the decades. The change is then added to the most recent year (2010) to get the 

projection for the next year (2020). The table to the right shows the process. the Geometric projec-

tions use the average change since 1900. The Straight projection is using the average change sense 

1980. This is when the city was growing at a fast rate so the change was higher which gives a larger 

population projection. These two lines create a cone that can be used to determine that the population 

in Wakefield over the next 2 decades will be in that the cone. 



Population Projection 

Geometric Projection  

This process uses percent change as a way to determine future growth. Those percent changes are aver-

aged together to determine the average percent change. The average percent change is then multiplied 

to the most recent year (2010) to get the projection for the next year. The table shows the process. Us-

ing the average percent change since 1910 and the second projection is using the average percent 

change sense 1980. This is when the city was growing at a fast rate so the percent was higher which 

gives a larger population projection. These two lines create a cone that can be used to determine that 

the population in Wakefield over the next 2 decades will be in that the cone  

Year Popula-

tion 
 Average 

1920-
 Average 

1980-2010 
 

1900 322      

1910 514 0.60     

1920 531 0.03     

1930 528 -0.01     

1940 513 -0.03     

1950 591 0.15     

1960 603 0.02     

1970 583 -0.03     

1980 803 0.38     

1990 900 0.12     

2000 838 -0.07     

2010 980 0.17 980  980  

2020   1099 119 1091 111 

2030   1232 133 1214 123 

Average 1910-2010  0.121199     

Average 1970-2010    0.11311 
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 AGE 

Figure 4 is a comparative representation of population classes between Wakefield and the state of 

Kansas. As can be seen, Wakefield, with 11.2%, has a much higher share of 75 and older people than 

the state of Kansas with only 6.5% of the population over 75. The share of residents between 15 and 

54 is below the state’s average, while the share of 55-74 is higher than the state’s average. The median 

age of Wakefield residents is 35.7 which is a bit younger than the state’s average of 36.7.   

Figure 4. Population's Age in Wakefield and Kansas 

Also, 98.09% of Wakefield population are not His-

panic or Latino (including White, American Indian 

and Alaska Native alone, Asian alone, and two or 

more races, while only 1.91% are Hispanic or Lati-

no Including White and two or more races). 

Wakefield’s population is mainly white (92.37%) 

and other race groups include American Indian & 

Alaska Native, other races, and Asian with 3.9%, 

2.67%, and 1.05% respectively. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 5. Figure 6. 



Population by Gender 

Figure 7 clearly shows a 

higher share of females than 

males in Wakefield. Howev-

er, the share of males is esti-

mated to increase by 2017. 

Figure 7.Wakefield Population by Gender 

Wakefield has relatively the same proportion of high school graduates than the state’s average. Howev-

er, a higher percentage of Wakefield’s community have some college (no degree) and associates degree 

compared to the state of Kansas. On the other hand, Wakefield has a lower share of population with 

bachelor’s degree or higher.  

Educational Attainment 

Figure 8. Education Attainment in Wakefield and Kansas 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 



Household Income Distribution 

Both Wakefield and Clay County households have a much higher share of household 

income within the ranges of $50,000 to $74,999 and $25,000 to $$34,000 compared to 

the state. Wakefield has a much higher share of household income within the range of 

$75,000 and $199,000 than Clay County and the state of Kansas. There is no house-

hold with higher than $200,000 income in Wakefield. Median household income for 

Wakefield is $61,250, which is well higher than state level of $51,872 and Clay County 

level of $50,385. Also, it is more than the median annual income of $60,336 across the 

entire United States.  

Poverty 
5.72% of Wakefield’s population are under the poverty line which is equivalent to 

58 out of about 1,000 people. This number is lower than the national rate of 

13.4%. and the state’s rate of 12.8% (361k out of 2.82M people). The largest de-

mographic group who live in poverty in Wakefield are males 55-64, followed by 

males 35-44 and then females 55-64 years old. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 9. Income Distribution 

Figure 10. Percent below poverty level in 
Wakefield, KS 



Occupations 

 
Industry and occupation are similar but different in important ways. Occupations are classified by 

what tasks are completed during the time on the job. Industry is based on what product or service is 

performed. The “educational services, and health care and social assistance” industry is dominant 

occupation of residents within Wakefield, while “management, business, science, and arts” is the 

dominant occupation within Wakefield. It is estimated that Wakefield, KS has 837 Population 16 

years and over in 2017 among which 430 people are defined as labor force. According to this, Wake-

field has 428 employed residents. From 2016 to 2017, then, employment in Wakefield, KS grew at a 

rate of 11.7%. 

Occupation Jobs 

Management, business, science, and arts 184 

Sales and office 83 

Service 90 

Natural resources, construction, and maintenance 38 

Production, transportation, and material moving 33 

Total 428 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 11. Population 16 years and over in Labor Workforce 

 Table 1. Occupation in Wakefield, KS 

Table 1 shows occupation 

of civilian employed 

population 16 years and 

over in Wakefield, KS. 



Workers  

Figure 12. Inflow/Outflow Job Counts (Source: 2015 US Census Bureau retrieved from OnTheMap, June 2019) 

As of 2015, 100 Wakefield’s 

workforce commutes from other 

cities into Wakefield every day. Also, 

338 individuals leave the community 

daily to work in other places and 

counties. 7 workers live and work 

within Wakefield.  The data shows 

that Wakefield is a commuter 

community.  



Where Residents Work 

Figure 13 illustrates where residents of Wakefield, 

KS work. 29.3% work in Clay Center city. Manhat-

tan and Junction City are second and third places. 

Jobs in all other locations (41.7%) are not 

shown in Figure 13.  

According to Figure 14, about 22 percent of Wakefield’s workforce live 

in Clay Center. Wakefield, itself, with 6.5% in the second place and 

Clifton. Junction City, and Manhattan with 3.7% provide workforce for 

Wakefield, KS. 52% from other locations, 

however, are not shown in this Figure  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 13. Where Residents of Wakefield Work 
(Source: 2015 US Census Bureau retrieved from 
OnTheMap, June 2019) 

Figure 14. Where Wakefield’s Workforce Live 
(Source: 2015 US Census Bureau retrieved 

from on the Map, June 2019) 



Where Residents Work 

Figure 15. Distance and Direction from Work Census Block to Home Census Block (Source: 2015 US Census Bureau 
retrieved from on the Map, June 2019) 

The radar chart below represents job counts by distance/direction 

in 2015. According to this graph, the majority of Wakefield’s 

workforce works in places that are located more than 10 miles from 

the town. Different locations in the northwestern and northern 

areas are the first and second destinations of the town’s workforce 

respectively. A small proportion of the population work in the areas 

that have less than 10 miles distance from their homes. 



Industry and Employment 

The largest industries in Wakefield are educational services, and health care and social assistance 

with 68 employees, educational services with 63 employees, and public administration with 62 

people. The highest paying industries are public administration, construction, and professional, 

scientific & management & administrative & waste management services with $53,542, $65,278, 

and $71,750 annual salary respectively. 

Compared to other places, Wakefield, KS has an unusually high number 

of Public Administration (3.1 times higher than expected), Mining, 

Quarrying, Oil and Gas Extraction (3.03 times), Educational Services 

(1.59 times) industries. 

Photo : Wakefield’s Facebook page Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 16. Industries in 
Wakefield, KS 



Industry and Employment 

Table 2 demonstrates the class of workers in Wakefield, KS. As can be seen, 219 private 
wage and salary workers consist the largest class of workers. 

Classes Workers 

Private wage and salary workers 68 

Government workers 62 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 63 

Unpaid family workers 60 

Total 428 

The economy of Kansas employs 1.37 million people. The largest industries in Kansas 

are elementary and secondary schools with 104,543 employees, Restaurants and Food 

Services (80,124), and Construction (77,817). Moreover, the highest paying industry in 

the state of Kansas is software publishing with $109,702 annual income. 

Photo Credit: Zhila Pezeshkpour Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Table 2. Class of Workers in Wakefield, KS 



Unemployment 

Wakefield and Clay County have unemployment rates much lower than the state 

as a whole. Unemployment is measured as a share of people in the labor force 

without jobs so understanding the difference in labor force participation rates is 

important in understanding how much of the total population is actually em-

ployed. There are only 2 unemployed residents in Wakefield, KS in 2017. 

Photo Credit: Zhila Pezeshkpour Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 17. Unemployment 



Jobs by Gender 

There are 162 males and 266 females among 428 civilian employed population 16 years and over 

in Wakefield, KS. Compared to the state of Kansas in which 52.9% of employed population are 

males, Wakefield has a very high rate of employed females. 

Photo Credit: Zhila Pezeshkpour Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 18. Occupation by Gender in Wakefield   Figure 19. Occupation by Gender in Kansas  



Commuting 

20.9% of Wakefield residents work within the community. Also 31.6% of Wakefield’s workers work 

inside Clay County. Of all people who work in Wakefield 31% are from within the county. Almost 

64% of jobs in Wakefield are filled by workers who come from other counties in the state, with just 

under 1% of workers coming from out of state. The average travel time to work for Wakefield resi-

dents is 25.1 minutes. 

The availability of housing, meeting need and demand for the full spectrum of household affordabil-

ity, should be viewed as an integral part of any successful region conferring economic, social, and 

environmental benefits that underpin sustainable growth and stable communities. It is commonly 

recognized that home ownership is important for local political and social stability, as well as for 

wealth generation.  But it is often overlooked that housing affordability, in general, is critical for the 

development and expansion of a local workforce. 

Housing  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates Photo Credit: Zhila Pezeshkpour 



Housing Characteristics 

68 out of 499 housing units in Wakefield are vacant. The rental vacan-

cy rate in Wakefield is 3.4% which is much lower than the state’s av-

erage of 10%. Also, there are 289 (67.1%) and 142 (32.9%) owner-

occupied and renter-occupied in Wakefield respectively. 

Moreover, single unit detached housing is the dominant housing type 

comprising 364 of the 499 units in Wakefield. Having a range of 

choices can meet the variety of needs of households may have. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 20. Wakefield 
Housing Occupancy 

Figure 21. Structure 
Composition by 

Units 



Housing Value 

121 of owner-occupied housing units in Wakefield, equivalent to 41.9%, are within the price 

range of $100,000 to $150,000, followed by 77 units within the range of $150,000 to 

$199,999. The median owner-occupied housing price for Wakefield is $136,200 compared to 

a median housing value of $150,600 for the state of Kansas. 

Housing Age  

Most of the other characteristics of the housing stock in Wakefield can be explained by the age of 

the structures. Only 10.82% of housing within Wakefield has been built since 2000. Almost one 

fourth of the housing stock was built before 1940. Roughly 70% of housing in Wakefield was built 

before 1980. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Figure 22. Value of Owner
-Occupied Units 

Figure 23. Housing 
by Structure age 



Housing Conditions 

Table 3 shows Occupants per 

Room for the total of 431 

occupied housing units. 

Household Occupants per Room 

1.00 or less 414 

1.01 to 1.50 0 

1.51 or more 14 

Table 4 represents some other 

housing characteristics. 

Occupied housing units Number of Units 

Lacking complete plumbing facilities 0 

Lacking complete kitchen facilities 0 

No telephone service available 15 

Figure 19 illustrates the 

number of bedrooms 

per unit in Wakefield, 

KS. As can be seen, 

more than half of the 

total housing units have 

2 or 3 bedrooms. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 



Means of Transportation  

Means of Transportation Number Percent 

Car, truck, or van 477 92.4% 

    Drove alone 412 79.8% 

    Carpooled 65 12.6% 

Walked 19 3.7% 

Taxicab, motorcycle, bicycle or other means 8 1.6% 

Worked at home 12 2.3% 

Public transportation 0 0.0% 

Total 516 100.0% 

 
 

Travel Time 

Many residents of Wakefield commute out of the community for work. 92% of workers drive a car, 

truck, or van to work. Of this 92%, 73% of workers drive alone to work while 12% carpool. Walking 

to work is the second most common way Wakefield residents get to work at 3.7%. 

Average travel time to work for Wakefield residents is 25.1 minutes. 20.6% of people within the 

community travel less than 10 minutes to work while over 27% travel 30 minutes or longer. 

Mean travel time to work is 25.1 

minutes. 

Transportation’s role within any commu-

nity has an important impact on resi-

dents  and visitors, and helps define the 

community’s role within the region. 

Commuting trends, traffic counts, and 

public transportation are factors that 

help describe transportation within any 

communi-

ty.  

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Table 5. Means of Transportation 

in Wakefield, KS 

Figure 25. Travel Time to 
Work 



 Transportation 

According to the Kansas Department of Transportation in 2017, Road 82 sees 950 total vehi-

cles daily west of Wakefield, 950 inside the city, 1,550 east of the city before it intersects with 

US Highway 77. The total volume of vehicles is much higher east of the city compared to the 

west but commercial traffic is almost the same with 70 and 60 heavy commercial vehicles a 

day, respectively. 

Wakefield 



Education 

 

Wakefield is served by Wakefield High School 

and USD-379 Clay County. There is also an elementary 

K-12 within Wakefield which is a public-school district 

serving the people in the surrounding area. The most 

important goal of schools in Wakefield is to provide a 

unique context for students and the community to take 

advantage of educational and employment opportuni-

ties. Wakefield High School created its own identity and 

proud throughout the community and the region.  

Wakefield High School is a highly rated, public 

school. It has 67 students in grades 9-12 with a stu-

dent-teacher ratio of 9 to 1. According to state test 

scores, 85% of students are at least proficient in 

math and 90% in reading. Based on Niche ranking 

which is nearly 100,000 schools and districts based 

on statistics and millions of opinions from students 

and parents, Wakefield high school is 39 of 319 best 

public school in Kansas, 39 of 66 best high school 

for STEM in Kansas, 41 of 318 best public high 

school teachers in Kansas. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unified_School_District


School District Map 

Source: https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_379.pdf  

https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_379.pdf


Recreation 

Wakefield city park  

A playground, ball diamond, volleyball, 

horseshoe pits, basketball court and swim-

ming pool make up part of the park area. 

Picnic supplies available at local businesses. 

Camping 

Sites located within park. Electric and wa-

ter hook-ups, dump station, toilet and 

showers, boat ramp, picnic area and play-

ground. Other park facilities are within 

walking distance. 

Fishing 

Beautiful Milford Lake is considered the 

fisherman’s paradise. Conveniently located 

boat ramp. Bait and other fishing needs 

available at local businesses. 

Hunting 

Hunters come from miles around to enjoy 

the 600 acres of public wetlands, and over 

11,000 acres of public hunting grounds. 

The licenses is available at local businesses. 

Source: http://wakefieldks.com  Photos: Google.com 

http://wakefieldks.com/


Recreation 

Bird Watching 

 There are many great locations around the lake where 

you can quench your thirst for beautiful birds. Indeed, 

the species you may see would make such a long list. 

Milford Lake’s expanse of open water makes it a 

prime destination for attracting the Common Loon. 

As a matter of fact, Milford is host to the Kansas rec-

ord for a Pacific Loon sighting.  

Kansas Landscape Arboretum 
The non-profit arboretum was established in 1972 

mainly through the efforts of Ernest Bauer, Professor 

L. R. Quinlan (landscape architect at Kansas State 

University), and Bill Flynn (nurseryman from Abi-

lene). Kansas Landscape Arboretum Inc. is the owner 

of the arboretum which is a charitable organization. 

The source of foundation for this organization sub-

stantially comes from a governmental unit or the gen-

eral public. Enjoy the beauty of nature on these 193 

acres and over 1,000 species of exotic and native 

woody plants, nature trails for walking and bird sanc-

tuary. Plants including green ash, crabapple, honey 

locust, juniper, maple, oak, Osage-orange, pine, Amer-

ican sycamore, and black walnut. Much of the area is 

left in native vegetation. There are four short trails, a 

pond, and prairie meadows. 

 

Photos: Google.com Source: http://wakefieldks.com  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_State_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_State_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abilene,_Kansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abilene,_Kansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_ash
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honey_locust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honey_locust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juniper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osage-orange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_sycamore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_sycamore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_walnut
http://wakefieldks.com/


Recreation 

Wakefield Wetlands  
The Milford Wetlands Restoration project went from 

feasibility in 1991 to fund raising in 1997. With feasibility 

of the project confirmed by the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers, Wildscape staff and Board members imple-

mented a fundraising plan to raise the estimated $1.25 

million in matching funds needed for this $5 million pro-

ject. Major progress occurred when Governor Graves 

and the 1998 Kansas Legislature approved $361,512 in 

state funds to cover matching funds for the first of three 

construction phases for this nearly 3,000-acre project. 

Designation of a wetland cell in honor of State Repre-

sentative Steve Lloyd of Clay Center, a strong supporter 

of the project who died of cancer in April, was also in-

cluded in the legislation. 

The Milford Wetlands Restoration Project provided for 

an estimated 2,300 acres of wetland habitat suitable for 

usage by waterfowl and shorebird populations as a migra-

tory stopover and as a production area. In addition, it 

provides habitat for additional fur-bearer, game, and non

-game wildlife species associated with wetland areas and 

restores a high-quality habitat suitable for game and non-

game fish spawning and nursery areas.  

Historic Farmhouse  

Weddings, picnics or other events usually take place on 

this site.  

Source: http://wakefieldks.com  Photos: Google.com 

http://wakefieldks.com/


Culture 

Wakefield Museum.  

The Wakefield Museum Association was created in 1974 to serve as custodian of the history of 

the community of Wakefield, Kansas, and the surrounding Republican River Valley communities. 

It serves as custodian of the history of the city of Wakefield and the surrounding area, to collect 

and display memorabilia of the communities, and to archive the genealogical records of the peo-

ple who founded, lived in and or presently living in the communities. The Museum has over 6,000 

square feet of displays and artifacts including Native American, African, veterans, families and 

their histories, sports, schools, churches, and businesses. An expansion of approximately 10,000 

sq. feet is planned over the next four years. 

St. John & George Episcopal Church 

The Episcopal Church was moved to town and joined with another church to become the present 

building, St. john and George Episcopal Church. With beautiful woodwork and stained-glass win-

dows, it makes a perfect setting for a wedding. 

Source: http://wakefieldks.com  Photos: Google.com 

http://wakefieldks.com/


Culture 

Republican Valley Farm Museum 

On display are many pieces of old farm machinery 

& hand tools used on area farms. 

The public library 

The Wakefield public library was established in 

1914 with a volunteer run library and donated 

bools located in members homes. The current 

library building was built as a WPA ( works 

progress administration) 

Source: http://wakefieldks.com  Photos: Google.com 

http://wakefieldks.com/


Events 

Events can be a great way to bring people into the community 

and showcase what the community has to offer.  

 

Wings & Wetlands Birding Festival 

The Kansas Wetlands Education Center, along with The Nature 

Conservancy, Kansas Department of Wildlife Parks & Tour-

ism, City of Great Bend, and the Kansas Birding Festival, Inc., 

hosts this 2-day birding festival every other year on odd num-

bered years.  

During the festivals, guided trips are available to the following 

areas. 

 

Kansas Birding Festival  

-Milford Wetlands 

-Konza Prairie & Flint Hills 

-KS Landscape Arboretum 

-Republican River 

-Milford Lake 

-Milford Nature Center  

 

Source:http://www.kansasbirdingfestival.org/pages/news2015WNW2.html  

http://wetlandscenter.fhsu.edu/
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/kansas/
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/kansas/
http://kdwpt.state.ks.us/
http://kdwpt.state.ks.us/
http://www.visitgreatbend.com/
http://www.kansasbirdingfestival.org/
http://www.kansasbirdingfestival.org/pages/news2015WNW2.html


Events  

July 5th Festivities: Independence Day is a federal hol-

iday in the United States commemorating the Decla-

ration of Independence of the United States, on July 

4, 1776. Every year the day after 4th of July Wakefield’s resi-

dents gather and celebrate. Also, fireworks show will al-

ways be on July 4th at the Clay County Park. City of 

Wakefield established some ordinances in order to 

4th of July holidays.  

150th Birthday Bash: Although it is not an annual  

celebration, this is a huge community gathering for 

Wakefield’s residents. All generations have their own 

special activities. For instance, opening the time cap-

sule on August, 2019 brought the residents all the 

way from different locations to the town. Also, run 

race, antic car show, live music, pet show, PARADA, 

etc. took place during the festival.  

Photo Credits: Wakefield 150 Birthday Bash Facebook page 



Organizations 

Boy Scout troop in the City of Wakefield. 
Cub Scouting is part of the Scouting program 
of the Boy Scouts of America, available to 
boys and girls from kindergarten through 
fifth grade, or 5 to 10 years of age and their 
families. Its membership is the largest of the 
five main BSA divisions  

County Extension Home Economics Pro-

gram : Extension programs present useful 

information related to agriculture, home eco-

nomics, youth development, family life, busi-

ness and economics, healthy living, and much 

more. We take programs to schools, gardens, 

community centers, and other places.  

Fire Department : Wakefield has a volunteer base 

fire department. 



Organizations 

Retirees & Ladies Auxiliary VFW: VFW 

and the Auxiliary is for family members of 

active, retired, or deceased Veterans of for-

eign wars. Stay informed of the community 

and helping others.  

Dorcas-UMW : Dorcas Circle’s purpose is to 

provide fellowship, educate women in the 

work of UMW throughout the world, and 

encourage mission activity  

Lions Club- Community Center : Lions 
clubs are groups of service-minded men and 
women who are interested in doing volunteer 
work to improve their communities  



Organizations 

Madura Congregational Women’s Fellowship  

Neighbors N Need : Mindfulness workshops 
Transportation grants to schools for business tours 
including S.T.E.M. 
Events for children with disabilities 
Providing resources to those in need  

VFW Post 7774 : VFW and the Auxiliary is for 
family members of active, retired, or deceased Vet-
erans of foreign wars. Stay informed of the com-
munity and helping others. 



 

Pride :  It is a community organization  which 

tries to promote an enhanced quality of life 

for citizens of Kansas communities through 

education, leadership development and recog-

nition.  
 

Cloverleaf 4-H Club : The goal of 4-H is 

to develop citizenship, leadership, responsi-

bility and life skills of youth through experi-

ential learning programs and a positive 

youth development approach.  

Senior Living Help:  Senior Living Advisors 

live in the Wakefield area and can provide 

people with an insider's view of local commu-

nities including pricing information and dis-

tinctive features.  



Regional Influence 

The future of Wakefield, much like any community, cannot be viewed in isolation. Understanding 

the interaction Wakefield has with surrounding communities and organizations can help develop 

an understanding of the role Wakefield  fills within the region and help to begin development to-

ward strengthening and growing that role going forward. Most people live their lives on a regional 

level; working, living, and shopping in a variety of places so ensuring Wakefield can meet people’s 

needs on a broader scale is vital. Key partners and events can help strengthen Wakefield role with-

in the area. These organizations can also provide assistance to Wakefield to achieve its goals. 

The North Central Regional Planning commission strives to 

improve the quality of life in North Central Kansas. They are a 

Regional Planning Commission and Economic Development 

District with state and federal recognition. The core planning and 

development area consists of 12 counties and 83 cities in North 

Central Kansas. The NCRPC also oversees a number of pro-

grams that have far reaching impact throughout much of Kansas.  

Sources: Google.com—https://www.claycountyecodevo.com/public-documents/CCEDG-brochure.pdf  

Clay County Economic Development Group  

CCEDG is a non-profit organization working to make Clay County a place with a vibrant and 

competitive local economy, diverse economic opportunities, and a high quality of life. They are 

funded through memberships as well as contracts with Cay County and the City of Clay Center.   

Flint Hills Regional Council 

The Flint Hills Regional Council is a voluntary service association 

of local Kansas governments from Chase, Clay, Geary, Dickinson, 

Lyon, Morris, Riley, Pottawatomie, and Wabaunsee counties and/

or their respective municipalities and unincorporated areas. These 

local Flint Hills governments have formed the Flint Hills Regional 

Council to provide services of mutual benefit to the region that 

are best gained from cooperation and partnership. 

https://www.claycountyecodevo.com/public-documents/CCEDG-brochure.pdf


Health and Wellness 

Photo Credit: Zhila Pezeshkpour 

The Wakefield Care & Rehabilitation Center has 45 beds and 29 residents.  Wakefield Care 
& Rehabilitation Center participates in Medicare and Medicaid and are classified as a for profit-
Corporation ownership. They offer residential councils. They are not located inside a hospital. 
They do not belong to a continuing care community. 
 

The Wakefield Care & Rehabilitation Center received an overall rating from CMS of 3 

stars compared to the KS average of 3.35 and a National average of 3.31.  

Source:https://www.senioradvice.com/nursing-homes/wakefield-ks  

The costs per day for nursing home care in Kansas range from $125 to 

$251, with a median expense running around $160. The per month cost 

averages around $4,800 and ranges between $3,750 and $7,530. On an 

annual basis, the average cost is around $58,400, which is less than the 

nationwide average of $77,380.  

https://www.senioradvice.com/nursing-homes/wakefield-ks


Wakefield Map 

Source: KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 

May 2007 



Zoning Map 

Commercial  

Residential 

Agricultural 

Educational 

Religious 

Cultural 

Recreational 

Vacant 

Zoning map means a map which shows the various  zoning districts in the 

city. Generally a zoning map is created by a zoning ordinance and is always 

kept current. This will show the number of districts, into which the locality is 

divided, and the status and usage of each district.  



 



 



 



 


